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What range of sources were available to you? 

We were presented with many newspaper articles about the various plays, programmes, photos and 

letters from members of the audience to the director complimenting them on the play.  

What media did the reviews come from? 

The variety of media was limited as all the reviews came from newspapers.  

Were they for a scholarly or a lay audience? 

All the reviews were for a public audience in newspapers such as The Times. Some reviews, 

however, were in the theatre section of the papers therefore they arguably may have been for a 

more specific audience – say one that was interested in theatre.  

How confident do you feel analysis these plays despite not having seen them perform? 

I feel quite confident as the reviews provided me with a very general idea of how the play was 

performed and the reactions of the audience. Although it didn’t go into great detail but they all gave 

me an overview of all the main factors so that I could visualise how the play was performed. In some 

cases it was easier than others as the ones that had a more negative reaction went into more detail 

as to why they weren’t liked.  

What other material would you have liked to see and how would this have improved your 

understanding of the play? 

I would have liked to have been presented with videos of the actual performances so that I could 

watch them before I read the reviews. This way I could have full understanding of the play and I 

could compare my feelings towards the play to those of the reviewers. I would also have liked to 

have more scholarly reviews as I feel the general reviews won’t be as helpful for my essay as they 

gave a general overview of the play rather than going into specific details.  


